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PROJECT BENEFITS
West Susitna Access Project: Phase 2

The anticipated benefits of this project west of the 
Susitna River include the delivery of many new 
opportunities for Alaskans. The state’s economy 
will enjoy growth and jobs from the extraction of 
minerals, oil and gas development, agricultural 
production, harvest of timber resources, harnessing 
of alternative energy, and recreation access.

The Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority (AIDEA) is a public corporation of 
the State of Alaska, created in 1967 by the Alaska Legislature “in the interests of promoting 
the health, security, and general welfare of all the people of the state, and a public purpose, 
to increase job opportunities and otherwise to encourage the economic growth of the state, 
including the development of its natural resources, through the establishment and expansion 
of manufacturing, industrial, energy, export, small business, and business enterprises…” 
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>> The process under which this project will go 
forward assures meaningful participation in the 
planning for access and road development. Local 
governments, state and federal agencies, area land 
owners and the public will be involved at each step 
along the way as any regional land use plan 
is adopted.
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Estimated  Prospects

Estimated Copper, Gold and Silver
Kiska Metals Corporation – Whistler, Island Mountain and 
Muddy Creek 
Size = 144,000 acres
Estimated Employment – 200 direct and 130 indirect full time 
employees

Estimated Copper, Gold and Silver 
Alaska Earth Sciences
Size = 8,750 acres (four claim blocks consisting of 55 claims)

Estimated Gold (Placer)
Petersville/Peters Creek
94 claim holders
Size = 20,957 acres (499 claims and leaseholds)

Estimated Gold and Mining Opportunities (Placer)
Lewis Clark – no mining leases, but two leasehold locations
Beluga River – one mining claim
Theodore River – a block of 133 state mining claims

Estimated Copper, Gold, Molybdenum and Iron 
On-Line Exploration Services, Inc. – Estelle, Molly, Beaver 
Creek and Kichatna
Size: 14,225 acres

Estimated Gold 
Millrock Resources, Inc. – Estelle, Cristo and Distin
Size = 119,150 acres

Estimated Gold (Placer) and Gem  
Diamond Gold Corporation and one other party – Yenlo Hills
Size = 2,340 acres (23 claims)

Estimated Gold  (Placer)
Individual claim holders
Size = 1,800+ acres (19 claims)

Precious Metals 
Teryl Resources Corporation
Size = 3,680 acres

Estimated  Prospects

Estimated Gold (Placer)
Daniel Frietas
Size = 2,862 acres (72 claims)

Estimated Gold (Placer)
Wolverine Creek (2 claims)

Heavy Mineral  (Placer)
Size = 1,600 acres (21 claim block)

Estimated Gold (Placer)
Size = 401 acres (16 claims)

Estimated Gold  
Mills and Twin Creeks
Size = 2,066 acres

Estimated Gold (Placer)
Lake Creek (8 claims)

Estimated Copper, Gold and Molybdenum 
Kennecott Exploration Company – Copper Joe
Size = 16,000 acres

Estimated gold, platinum group elements (PGE) and 
Diamonds
Shulin Lake Mining Company
Diamond claims are speculative
Size = 4,860 (claim block consists of 57 claims)

Estimated Gold (Placer) and Copper  
Intercept Alaska, Inc. 
Size = 17,760 acres (one claim block)

Estimated Gold (Placer)
K N Resources, LLC and Jim D. Espinola – Kichatna
Size = 14,634 acres

*Note: Property values and employment forecasts are best estimates based upon interviews, existing information and comparative analysis of 
similar mining operations. Information also came from the DNR’s mineral estate permits and leases database and/or DNR-Division of Mining, Land 

and Water staff.

Table 1.3: Hardrock and Gold Placer Mining Opportunities

Table 1.4: Coal Mining Opportunities

Mineral Resources / Coal

Alaska Energy Corp – Canyon Creek Coal
Size = 13,175 acres
Estimated Land Value: $200 million with expected production of 
2 MT/annually
Estimated Employment: 100 direct and 65 indirect full time 
employees

PacRim Coal, LP – Chuitna
Size = 20,450 acres
Estimated Land Value: $600 million with expected production of 
12 MT/annually
Estimated Employment: 350 direct and 220 indirect full time 
employees 

Mineral Resources / Coal

Beluga Coal Company
Size = 17,580 acres
Estimated Land Value: $600 million with expected production of 
12 MT/annually
Estimated Employment: 350 direct and 220 indirect full time 
employees 
Number estimates based on similar sized adjacent Chuitna 
project

CIRI and Laurus Energy, Inc. – Stone Horn Ridge
Estimated Employment: 200 direct and 200 indirect full time 
employees         

Linc Energy, Inc. – Kenai and Tyonek Coal Leases
Total area: 98,700 acres
Estimated Employment: 200 direct and 200 indirect full time 
employees (up to 1,000 peak season)

*Note: Property values and employment forecasts are best estimates based upon interviews, existing information and comparative analysis of 
similar mining operations.
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*The stars represent hardrock and gold placer mining activities.

PROJECT
DEVELOPMENT

>> The West Susitna Access Project is being proposed 
to advance to Phase 2 of a multi-phase project to 
examine the feasibility of an all-season access road to 
the Yentna Mining District.

>> The road corridor will enable access to the MSB 
and state-owned natural resources for multiple user 
groups.

>> Phase 1, led by HDR Alaska, was completed in the 
fall of 2019 and narrowed the project footprint, and 
established a preferred route leading to the Yetna 
Mining District. Digital data was acquired and a high 
level field reconnaissance was conducted. Phase 1 
results are available at aidea.org under 2020 AIDEA 
Board Meetings. 

>> Phase 2 of the project builds on the 2014 West 
Susitna Roads to Resources study led by the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities.

WEST SUSITNA ACWEST SUSITNA ACCESS PROJECT: CESS PROJECT: 
PHPHASE 2ASE 2>> In 2019 AIDEA and the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough (MSB) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding that provided a partnership framework 
for a phased feasibility analysis of the West Susitna 
Access.

>> Today AIDEA and MSB, along with Alaska 
Operations LLC, are the initial public and private 
partners in Phase 2 of the West Susitna Access 
Project. Other private entities may participate in 
future development efforts.

>> The project will touch on land use planning. 
Alaska’s Legislature directed land use plans are 
required for the utilization of state-owned land. 
Alaska Statute 38.04.065: (a) Except as provided in (d) 
and (h) of this section, the commissioner shall, with 
local governmental and public involvement under AS 
38.05.945, adopt, maintain, and, when appropriate, 
revise regional land use plans that provide for the use 
and management of state-owned land.
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>> AIDEA in conjunction with MSB and 
private industry partners will begin phase 
2 in July 2020. Phase 2, which would 
further develop the engineering, has two 
objectives: 1) preliminary engineering 
adequate to determine an approximate 
project cost, and 2) collection of wetland 
field data to fully evaluate the route 

planning and impacts. Phase 2 will 
accomplish these goals under a fixed-
price contract with a private engineering 
consultant.

SCHEDULESCHEDULE
>> July 2020: Phase 2 Begins
>> December 2020: Phase 2 Concludes

NEXT STEPSNEXT STEPS

AIDEA • 813 West Northern Lights Boulevard, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 • (907) 771-3000 • aidea.org
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